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Prof. Paul Jenkins is an architect and planner 
focussing on social issues, with more than 20 
years resident work in various African countries 
since 1973. His work in Africa has been on archi-
tecture and urban development, with the pri-
vate sector, NGOs, local & national government, 
international agencies, community organisations 
and academic institutions. He currently directs 
two research centres in UK academic institutions
and continues to work in Africa, publishing on 
African issues as well as wider social issues in 
architecture and the built environment.

Figure 8. Mixed residential and economic development in Pikine, 
Dakar, capital of Senegal. (Source: Paul Jenkins) / Desarrollo 
mixto residencial y comercial en Pikine, Dakar, capital de Se-
negal. (Fuente: Paul Jenkins).

El Prof. Paul Jenkins es arquitecto y planifica-
dor, enfocado en temas sociales, desde 1973 
trabaja y reside en varios países africanos. Su 
trabajo en Africa como arquitecto y planifi-
cador urbano ha sido para el sector privado, 
ONGs, gobiernos locales y nacionales, agencias 
internacionales,organizaciones comunitarias e 
instituciones académicas. Dirige dos Centros de 
Investigación en instituciones académicas de UK 
y continúa trabajando en Africa, publica sobre 
temas africanos así como temas sociales más 
amplios en arquitectura y entorno construido.
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References:
· Andersen, J E, Andreasen, J & Tipple G (2006).
The demise of compound houses – consequences for the low income population of Kumasi, Ghana, 
RICS Research paper series Vol 6/8 in different geographies and as such studying popular architec-
ture is seen as a way of challenging embedded concepts of ‘modern’as being defined in the “cen-
tre” (or global North) as opposed to the “periphery” (or global South). Defining this built form as 
architecture also challenges deeply embedded concepts of what is “Architecture”, as influenced 
by avant-garde approaches to “high” and “low” culture. In so doing the project hopes to provide 
important empirically derived understanding of the driving forces for the “Emergent Cities” of 
the global South, as part of a wider discussion of the future of such cities - and also the role of 
architecture in societyv. Huchzermeyer, M. (2007) Tenement City: The Emergence of Multi-storey 
Districts Through Large-scale Private Landlordism in Nairobi, International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research Vol 31/4 pp 714–32 Ogbonna, A C (2008) An integrated assessment of domestic 
energy demand and use for energy planning in sub-Saharan Africa: the case of Jos, Nigeria, PhD 
thesis, Heriot-Watt University

Notes
i Most studies of Africa tend to address Sub-Saharan Africa as a separate world macro-region from 
North Africa (which is addressed in Mediterranean, Arabic or Middle Eastern studies). Sub-Saharan 
Africa is the focus of this briefi ng.
ii In other words, the design and production of built form, and not only that designed by those who 
term themselves (or are legally accredited) as architects. In fact a small proportion of built form in 
any year is produced worldwide with engagement of architects – which makes this even more
insignifi cant in historical terms - although it dominates the discussion on “architecture”.
iii These have been initiated by the author through ScotMARK, the Centre for International Archi-
tecture Research at Edinburgh College of Art and the Centre for Environment & Human Settlements 
at the School of the Built Environment, Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh. Other European partners
are the Department of Human Settlements in the School of Architecture, Royal Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts, Copenhagen; and Archi-Afrika, Utrecht, The Netherlands.
iv See: http://www.africanperspectives.info/
v See: Jenkins, Smith and Wang (2006): Planning & housing in the rapidly urbanising world (Rout-
ledge) and Jenkins & Forsyth (forthcoming 2009): Architecture, Participation and Society (Rout-
ledge) for more on social roles in architecture and built environment. 
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